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Program
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16:40
-

17:40
60'

[Chairperson]

HEO Jang
Research Director, Global Cooperation Research Department, Korea Rural Economic Institute
Republic of Korea

[Presentations]

Solutions to Address Deforestation and Soil Erosion in DPRK
Matteo MARCHISIO
Country Director / Representative to China and Mongolia, incumbent Country Director for Korea,
International Fund for Agricultural Development

An Idea for Agricultural Cooperation on the Special Economic Zone of Border Area
KIM Young-hoon
Research Director, Center for Trade and Northeast Asian Research, Korea Rural Economic Institute
Republic of Korea

Gyeonggi Province Policy for Inter-Korean Cooperation in Agricultural Area
LIM Jeongkwan
Unification Policy Specialist, Peace Foundation Development Division, Gyeonggi Province
Republic of Korea

17:40
-

18:30
50'

[Discussants]

KWON Taejin
Director, Research Institute for North Korea and Northeast Asia, GS&J Institute
Republic of Korea

KIM Kwan-Ho
Senior Research, Rural Research Institute / Unification Agriculture Research Department, Korea Rural Community Corporation
Republic of Korea

LIM Hyoung-Joon
Head, WFP Korea office, UN World Food Programme
Republic of Korea

Overview

Title DMZ International Forum on the Peace Economy 
Parallel Session II - Environment and Agriculture

Date & Time August 29, 2019, 16:40 - 18:30

Venue Hotel President (19F, Brahms Hall)

Organizer Korea Rural Economic Institute

Theme Agricultural Cooperation Strategies on the Border of South and North Korea

During the agriculture session, presentations and discussion will be provided on the 
theme, Agricultural Cooperation Strategies on the Border of South and North Korea. 

The following presentations will be made: "An Idea for Agricultural Cooperation on 
the Special Economic Zone of Border Area", "Gyeonggi Province Policy for Inter-Korean 
Cooperation in Agricultural Area", etc. The comprehensive discussion will be the venue 
for debate on ways to achieve peace and security on the Korean Peninsula through 
exchange and cooperation between the two Koreas, and to draw up effective policy 
tasks.

Environment and Agriculture 
Agricultural Cooperation Strategies on the Border of South and North Korea



Chairperson

HEO Jang
Research Director
Global Cooperation Research Department 
Korea Rural Economic Institute

Republic of Korea

Dr. HEO Jang Jang is recognized as one of the leading experts who has delved into the development 
and cooperation of agriculture and rural development in South Korea. Over roughly 30 years of 
professional experience in KREI, he has carried out research in rural community welfare, changes in 
rural community, environmentally-friendly farming and international agricultural development and 
cooperation, and published a number of policy reports. 

From 2014 to 2018, he served as a member of the Working Committee on International 
Development and Cooperation under Office of the Prime Minister. Dr. HEO Jang worked for the 
Technical Advisory Committee in Global Agriculture and the Food Security Program for two years 
from 2010. 

He played influential roles in academia: President of the Korean Association for Environmental 
Sociology, Chief Editor and Auditor of the Korean Rural Sociological Society, and Executive 
Director of the Korea Association of International Development and Cooperation. 

He was awarded a presidential commendation in 2016, a commendation from the Minister of Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in 2011, and the KREI Research Award in 2008.

He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a M.A. in Sociology from Seoul 
National University. 
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Presentation

Matteo MARCHISIO
Country Director / Representative to China and Mongolia
incumbent Country Director for Korea
International Fund for Agricultural Development

Mr. Matteo MARCHISIO, Country Director and IFAD Representative in China and Mongolia - 
and incumbent Country Director for Korea, and the Head of the IFAD East Asia Regional Hub and 
South-South Cooperation Center, based in Beijing, China.

Before being appointed as Country Director and IFAD Representative in China, Mr. Matteo 
MARCHISIO was the IFAD Country Program Manager for China and Mongolia, based in the 
IFAD Headquarters in Rome. Prior to that, he was the Country Program Manager for Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and Iran.

Before joining IFAD, Mr. Matteo MARCHISIO worked as Senior Environmental Specialist at the 
World Bank in Washington DC; as Climate Change Specialist at UNDP India in New Delhi; and 
as Program Officer at UNDP Ethiopia in Addis Ababa -- among other experiences, including in 
the academia and the private sector. He began his career with the Italian Cooperation in Colombia, 
working on a post-earthquake relief program.

Over about 20 years of professional experience, Mr Matteo MARCHISIO has demonstrated strong 
leadership and management skills, particularly in multicultural contexts, leading the development 
and implementation of various country and sectoral strategies and programs in several countries. He 
has extensive experience in project/program management, policy analysis and technical assistance, 
and partnership building in over 15 countries in Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America. His 
main areas of expertise include natural resource management and climate change.

Italian national, he holds a MSc in Environment and Development from the London School of 
Economics, London, and a MSc in Environmental Economics from the Bocconi University, Milan.

*The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) is an international financial 
institution and a specialized United Nations agency based in Rome - the UN’s food and agriculture 
hub. IFAD has invested in rural people for 40 years, empowering them to reduce poverty, increase 
food security, improve nutrition and strengthen resilience. Since 1978, IFAD has provided US$19.7 
billion in grants and low-interest loans to projects that have reached about 474 million people.

IFAD has been active in China since 1981, supporting the government in its efforts towards poverty 
reduction and rural development. Since 1981, IFAD has financed 29 projects in 28 provinces and 
autonomous regions, benefitting around 4.4 million households, or about 20 million farmers. Total 
investments are around US$ 2.19 billion, out of which about US$ 862 million from IFAD loans and 
grants. An envelope of US$ 152 million is allocated to China for the period 2016-2018.

Solutions to Address Deforestation 
and Soil Erosion in DPRK
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Presentation

KIM Young-hoon
Research Director
Center for Trade and Northeast Asian Research
Korea Rural Economic Institute

Republic of Korea

Dr. KIM Young-hoon is recognized as an expert of North Korea's agriculture, inter-Korean 
agricultural cooperation and unification agriculture and served as the president of forum on peaceful 
unification in the National Unification Advisory Council (NUAC)'s Jeonnam Provincial Chapter. 

Before KREI's relocation in Naju, Jeonnam County, he was involved in various activities for South 
Korea's governmental Committees from the early 2000s to 2017. He served as a member of the 
Economic Division on the Presidential Committee on Preparing Unification (2014~2017), a standing 
committee member of the Planning Division and the Economic Division in NUAC (2009~2017), 
and a member of the Advisory Committee in the Ministry of Unification (2011 and 2015).

Over roughly 30 years of professional experience in KREI, Dr. KIM Young-hoon worked as the 
Director of the International Agricultural Research Department and Global Cooperation Research 
Department respectively. From the mid-1990s, he began to research on the areas of North Korea's 
agriculture and cooperation, and prior to that, he carried out research on forestry economics and land 
economics. 

He holds a Ph.D. in Economics and a M.S. in Agricultural Economics from Korea University.

An Idea for Agricultural Cooperation  
on the Special Economic Zone of Border Area

Abstract:

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is facing what can be considered an ecological crises: because of the massive 
deforestation and cultivation on slope lands, the country is suffering serious land degradation, soil erosion, destruction of catchment 
areas, and loss of water and soil retention capacity – among other consequences. Despite reforestation seems to be the obvious solution 
to the problem, this would be ineffective if the root cause of the problem is not properly understood and addressed. Cultivation of 
staple crops on sloping lands is the consequence of food shortage that affects the country, which is caused by low productivity of the 
lowlands due to limited access to inputs (particularly high quality seeds and fertilizer) which followed the applied international sanctions 
on imports. Unless the issue of low productivity of agricultural lands or food security is addressed, the ecological disaster DPRK is facing 
cannot be solved. To address the problem, the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a specialized agency of the 
United Nations and international financing institution mandated to fight rural poverty and promote sustainable development of the 
rural areas, recommends the implementation of a two set of interventions, carefully sequenced: first, interventions aimed at increasing 
the productivity of lowlands through the purchase of fertilizers and high quality seeds. This would improve the overall food security and 
nutrition status of the population, thus reducing the need to expand the cultivated area to slope lands. Second, after the issue of food 
security is being tackled, investments in reforestation and introduction of economic agroforestry (Sloping Land Agricultural Technology) 
for recovery of degraded hilly/mountainous areas, with sustainable environmental, nutritional and economic benefits. The methods and 
technologies for sustainable environmental response are simple to apply and are widely practiced across Asia. 

Solutions to address deforestation and soil erosion in DPRK
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Gyeonggi Province Policy for Inter-Korean 
Cooperation in Agricultural Area

Presentation

LIM Jeongkwan
Unification Policy Specialist
Peace Foundation Development Division
Gyeonggi Province

Republic of Korea

Dr. LIM Jeongkwan, Unification Policy Specialist of Peace Foundation Development Division 
in Gyeonggi Provincial Government Office, is in charge of planning and implementing strategies 
for large-scale development and cooperation projects with North Korea in preparation for all-out 
exchanges and cooperation.

Before joining the Provincial Government Office, he worked as a standing researcher at the Institute 
of Social Science in Sogang University and a research fellow at Gyeonggi Research Institute. His 
main areas of expertise include inter-Korean exchange and cooperation, international politics (Law), 
and democracy.

He holds a J.D. from Albany Law School, and a M.S. in Comparative Politics and a B.A. in Politics 
from Sogang University. 
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Discussant

KWON Taejin
Director
Research Institute for North Korea and Northeast Asia
GS&J Institute

Republic of Korea

Dr. KWON Taejin is recognized as an Agricultural Economist in North Korea’s agriculture and food 
problem, with active participation in ODA projects targeting developing countries. As a scholar 
with outstanding research performance, he also has extensive experience in policy advisory to South 
Korea’s ministries, including the Ministry of Unification and support programs for North Korea, 
either directly or together with various civic groups at home and abroad.

Before joining GS&J institute, he worked as a Research Fellow at the Korea Rural Economic 
Institute for 34 years.

Discussant

KIM Kwan-Ho
Senior Research 
Rural Research Institute / Unification Agriculture Research Department
Korea Rural Community Corporation

Republic of Korea

In addition to his fellowship, Dr. KIM Kwan-Ho also serves as an advisor on the Inter-Korean 
Exchange and Cooperation to the Ministry of Unification, establishing a variety of networks related 
to North Korea's agriculture and performing prolific activities. 

He focused on research to design practical and detailed plans in preparation for implementing 
inter-Korean projects, such as the maintenance of agricultural production base in North Korea and 
agricultural development and cooperation. He also analyzed the current status of North Korea's 
agricultural production base and land use by utilizing satellite imagery and digital topographic maps 
of the areas that are inaccessible. He proposed a number of measures for inter-Korean agricultural 
development and cooperation, especially on models for neighbouring areas of special economic 
zones and economic development zones (agricultural development zones). Dr. KIM Kwan-Ho 
demonstrated his strong interest in human rights and quality of life of people living in North Korea, 
particularly by conducting research on improvement of rural living environments in North Korea. 

He graduated from Kangwon National University Graduate School with a major in Agricultural 
Equipments and Structures. 
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Discussant

LIM Hyoung-Joon
Head
WFA Korea office
UN World Food Programme 

Republic of Korea

LIM Hyoung-Joon, a Korean national, is Head of WFP Korea office as of November 2011. LIM 
Hyoung-Joon joined WFP in January 2002 as a JPO (Junior Professional Officer) and served 
in Honduras, Guinea Bissau, Lao PDR, managing complex emergency operations as well as 
development projects. After his missions in the field, he moved to WFP HQ in Rome, Italy to serve 
as a donor relations officer in charge of Asia region until he was reassigned to his homeland, Korea. 

In his 20s, LIM Hyoung-Joon backpacked over 80 countries around the world for over a span of 
3 and half years. He has been engaged in several publications: published his own travel essay "I 
swallowed earth" in 1999 and "Let’s smile together", a children’s book in May 2012 to tell global 
hunger and activities of WFP based on his personal experience. He was appeared as one of main 
characters at a book "Global Young Korean", which was made based on KBS’s 60 minute TV 
documentary with the same title. 

He also contributed to newspapers, including a weekly column to Hankyoreh, one of major Korean 
Dailies from 1997 to 1998 and a monthly column to Hanwoolan in mid 2000s. He is often invited 
to give lectures and speeches at various institutions, including Government ministries, Universities, 
research institutes. From March to June 2015, he was a visiting professor to Seoul National 
University to teach an English class, "International Development Practice". 

LIM Hyoung-Joon received a B.A in language and diplomatic science, M.A in political science from 
H.U.F.S and MPA (Master of Public Administration) from John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University. He is married with one son.




