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ProgramOverview

Title DMZ International Forum on the Peace Economy 
Parallel Session II - Environment and Agriculture 

Date & Time August 29, 2019, 14:30 - 16:20

Venue Hotel President (19F, Brahms Hall)

Organizer Korea Environment Institute

Theme Sustainable DMZ Management and Environmental Cooperation between 
South and North Korea

Exploring the Ways of inter-Korean Cooperation for Sustainable Development of DMZ.

The purpose of this session is to identify the value of the environment conservation of 
the DMZ and its position in the peaceful coexistence of the South and North Korea, and 
to looking for the ways of sustainable development of DMZ areas and environmental 
cooperation between South and North Korea.To the environmental sector in 
the respect of 'DMZ peace economy', 'DMZ environmental state and sustainable 
development', 'DMZ environment conservation and International cooperation' will be 
presented in this session. With representatives of the relevant German Foundations and 
the experts from home and abroad, we would like to share experiences of Germany 
unification, and identify the status and significance of environmental cooperation 
between the two Koreas in the peace economy, and discuss concrete cooperation ways 
between the two Koreas through the eco-environmental resources including the DMZ 
area in Korean peninsula.

Time Program

14:30
-

14:40

10'

[Opening Speech]

YOON Jeyong
President, Korea Environment Institute
Republic of Korea

40'

[Presentations]

Ecological Status and Sustainable Development of the DMZ Area
PARK Eun-Jin
Director, Division of  Administration Planning, National Institute of Ecology
Republic of Korea

Conservation and International Cooperation for DMZ 
Felix Jonathan GLENK
Project Manager for Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea Office
Republic of Korea

15:20
-

15:25
05' Group Photo

15:25
-

16:20
55'

[Round Table Discussion]

[Chair]

CHU Jangmin
Head, Korean Peninsula Environmental Information Center, Korea Environment Institute
Republic of Korea

[Discussants]

KIM Oh Seok
Research Fellow, Korea Environment Institute
Republic of Korea

YOO Myung Soo
Director, Nature and Ecology Policy Division, Ministry of Environment
Republic of Korea

SONG Young Hoon
Director, Kangwon Institute for Unification Studies, Kangwon National University
Republic of Korea

LEE Yangju
Senior Researcher, Department of Ecology, Gyeonggi Research Institute
Republic of Korea

Nial MOORES 
Director, Birds Korea
Republic of Korea

CHOI Dong Jin 
Director, Korea Research Institute for Environment and Development
Republic of Korea

SEO Jaechul 
Senior Expert, Greenkorea United
Republic of Korea



Environment and Agriculture
Sustainable DMZ Management and Environmental 

Cooperation between South and North Korea

Ecological Status and Sustainable  
Development of the DMZ Area

Presentation

PARK Eun-Jin
Director
Division of Administration Planning
National Institute of Ecology 

Republic of Korea

Dr. PARK Eun-Jin is recognized as an expert on transboudary conservation policy, serving as a 
member of Korean Committee of the UNESCO MAB (Man and Biosphere), standing committee 
member of the National Unification Advisory Council (2013-2015), Border Area policy deliberating 
council member, and participating in IUCN Transboundary Conservation Special Group. 

She received her PhD from the Graduate School of Environmental Studies in Seoul National 
University and added up research experience on carbon sequestration as a research associate at 
Michigan State University(2000-2005) and a research fellow at Gyeonggi Research Institute, 
conducting many research projects on the national- and local-level management of natural resources 
and ecosystem services (2006-2014). She conducted studies focused on the establishment of the 
DMZ Peace Park, designation and management of the DMZ as a biosphere reserve, and sustainable 
development policy and ecosystem services. 

Her work includes, 'The Conservation Value of Major Resources in the Korean DMZ area (2010)', 
'Management Framework for the Korea DMZ Biosphere Reserve (2012)', and 'Whispers of the DMZ 
(2013)'. The primary interest of Dr. PARK Eun-Jin is the assessment of sustainability and values of 
natural resources and ecosystem services. She is also interested in the institutional protection of the 
DMZ ecosystem and building up sustainable development by participatory processes and perception 
of local people.
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Conservation and International Cooperation 
for DMZ

Presentation

Felix Jonathan GLENK
Project Manager for Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea Office 

Republic of Korea

Mr. Felix Jonathan GLENK has been working with the Hanns Seidel Foundation Korea since 2014 
as the Project Manager for DPR Korea and is based in Seoul. He frequently travels to North Korea 
to implement projects by HSF Korea, focusing on environment conservation and cooperation. 

From September 2014 he was involved in the implementation of a project by Hanns Seidel 
Foundation Korea and funded by the European Union with the title "Improvement of rural living 
conditions through healthy forests – establishment of a training for sustainable forestry in DPRK" 
The project included a model site in Sangseo-ri, Pyongan-nam-do, a training facility at the Central 
Tree Nursery Pyongyang, and most of all capacity-building through workshops and study tours in 
North Korea and abroad. 

From October 2015 he also initiated a project on the "Conservation and Wise Use of Wetlands", 
funded mainly by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), and 
in close consultation with international environment organizations, such as the Ramsar Secretariat, 
the International Union for Nature, the East – Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership and others. 
Both projects resulted in more than 20 different activities in North Korea, and several dozens in East 
Asia, mainly China and Mongolia, over the last years. Mr. Felix Jonathan GLENK is also currently 
pursuing a degree at Seoul National University, Graduate School of Public Administration.
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[Round Table Discussion]

Chair

CHU Jangmin
Head
Korean Peninsula Environmental Information Center
Korea Environment Institute

Republic of Korea

Dr. CHU Jangmin is the Head of the Korean Peninsula Environmental Information Center under 
the Division for International Cooperation at Korea Environment Institute (KEI), and served as a 
Vice President of the institute from December 2017 to February 2019. Since February 2019, he has 
been on the Subcommittee on Scientific and International Cooperation of the Special Committee 
on air pollution which is under the direct control of the Prime Minister, and since May, he has been 
working as an expert committeeman of the International Cooperation Committee under the National 
Council on Climate Change and Air Quality. He was also a member of the Central Committee on 
Environmental Policy under the Ministry of Environment from September 2015 to August 2017, and 
has been working as a member of the Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation Committee of the 
Korea Meteorological Administration since April 2013 to this day. Dr. CHU Jangmin received his 
Ph.D. in Environmental Science from Peking University in 2002. He had published a great number 
of research reports on the environmental status in North Korea and inter-Korean environmental 
cooperation, such as Diagnosis on Environmental Problems of North Korea and Inter-Korean 
Cooperation Measures to Improve Environment in Preparation for Reunification (2016), A Study on 
the Current State of Streams in North Korea and Measures for Sustainable Use I, II (2014~2015), 
and A Study on Promoting Green Détente for the Korean Peninsula (2013).

Discussant

YOO Myung Soo
Director
Nature and Ecology Policy Division
Ministry of Environment

Republic of Korea

Director YOO Myung Soo of Nature and Ecology Policy Division (NEPD) has worked for the 
Ministry of Environment since 1996.

He has dedicated himself for development and implementation of environment policies, having 
served in various positions including Director-General of River Basin Management Bureau of 
Geum River Basin Environmental Office, Director of Resource Recycling Division, Director 
of Organizational Achievement Division, Seconded Officer to UN ESCAP, Director of Land 
Environmental Policy Division, Director-General of Planning and Assessment Bureau of Daegu 
Regional Environmental Office and Director of Task Force for Investigation and Assessment for 
Natural Recovery of Four Major Rivers.

Director YOO Myung Soo, also a doctor in policy development, is much experienced in both the 
environmental sector and the public policy sector and committed to developing environmental 
policies for sustainable development.

In his capacity and responsibility as Director of NEPD, Dr. YOO Myung Soo is making his 
utmost efforts to enhance ecological capacity of the national environment by establishing a strong 
foundation for systematic conservation and restoration of ecology and expanding public provision of 
ecosystem services.

Discussant

KIM Oh Seok
Research Fellow
Korea Environment Institute 

Republic of Korea

Dr. KIM Oh Seok is an expert on the Korean Demilitarized Zone and favors spatial analysis and 
geographical information systems. His pioneering work, collaborated with the German research 
institute, entitled Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development, has provided 
valuable insights to the DMZ. The research compares the landscape of DMZ to that of Germany's 
Green Belt (Grünes Band Deutschland). As the Green Belt is considered one of the most successful 
environmental restoration cases in the world, the research takes advantage of the German case study 
to benefit future DMZ. Asides from this international cooperation, KIM Oh Seok is involved in 
numerous DMZ projects by Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Unification, Gyeonggi Province, 
National Institute of Ecology, Korean Institute for National Unification, and more. 

Before joining the Korea Environment Institute, KIM Oh Seok studied environmental impacts of 
Chinese border regions at Peking University, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Korea University 
as Visiting Scholar and Research Professor. KIM Oh Seok holds M.A. and Ph.D. from Clark 
University and the University of Southern California, respectively, and studied Geography and 
Statistics at Korea University.

Discussant

SONG Young Hoon
Director
Kangwon Institute for Unification Studies
Kangwon National University

Republic of Korea

SONG Young Hoon is Director of the Kangwon Institute for Unification Studies and Assistant 
Professor of the Department of Political Science at Kangwon National University. Before joining the 
university, he had worked for the Korea Institute for National Unification and the Institute for Peace 
and Unification Studies at Seoul National University. He received his Ph.D. from the University 
of South Carolina in 2011. His research interests lie in international relations theory, conflict and 
forced migration, international human rights and humanitarianism, and inter-Korean relations. His 
recent publication includes "International Humanitarianism and Refugee Protection: Consequences 
of Labeling and Politicization" and "Conflict, International Response, and Forced Migration in Sub-
Saharan Africa, 1980-2007".



Discussant

LEE Yangju
Senior Researcher 
Department of Ecology
Gyeonggi Research Institute

Republic of Korea

LEE Yangju is senior researcher of the Gyeonggi Research Institute (GRI). Dr. LEE Yangju received 
first degree from the Seoul National University in1997, and has been a researcher of the GRI. 
During 23 years, has worked about 200 Gyeonggi-do policy reports. The reports are focusing on 
the green infrastructure as forest, park, urban agriculture. Major concern is 'river and mountain belt,' 
which is connecting mountain ridge with river line. He served as a policy advisor of Environmental 
Ministry for the national ecological corridor, national nature reserve, and national geo park and he 
also advised Gyeonggi-do for the local parks and green open space.

Discussant

Nial MOORES
Director
Birds Korea

Republic of Korea

Since 2004, Dr. Nial MOORES has been the Director of Birds Korea, a small and specialized NGO 
based in Busan, the Republic of Korea (ROK), which is dedicated to the conservation of birds and 
their habitats in Korea and the wider Yellow Sea Ecoregion.  

The work of Birds Korea is predicated on the understanding that birds are important bio-indicators 
of ecosystem health and of ecosystem change; and that conservation of avian biodiversity is an 
essential component of environmental sustainability, as called for by international conservation 
conventions and the UN's Sustainable Development Goals. 

As an ecological planner and conservation scientist, Nial MOORES has conducted bird and wetland 
surveys throughout the ROK and in many parts of coastal East Asia. He has also conducted a 
dozen research visits to the DPRK between 2014 and 2019, surveying wetlands and coastal areas; 
training officials from the Ministry of Land and Environment Protection and State Academy of 
Science researchers; and presenting at several local and national workshops relevant to biodiversity 
conservation.

Nial MOORES has a Master's Degree in ecological planning from Kyushu University, Japan; and a 
PhD focused on the conservation of avian biodiversity in Yellow Sea habitats from the University of 
Newcastle, Australia.

Discussant

CHOI Dong Jin
Director
Korea Research Institute for Environment and Development

Republic of Korea

CHOI Dong Jin is the president of the Korea Research Institute for Environment and 
Development(KRIED), and director of Climate Change Action Institute.

As the representative of the KRIED, he is doing research on sustainable development and 
environmental preservation, and his long-standing specialty is water management policy. In 
addition to policy research, he is conducting various activities such as dissemination of appropriate 
technologies to solve domestic and foreign water problems. Sustainable management of inter-
Korean shared rivers and environmental protection systems in the border region, including the 
DMZ, are one of the main concerns.

Currently, he is Director of Climate Change Action Institute, a non-profit organization, working on 
research and cooperation activities to cope with climate change. He graduated from Seoul National 
University and KAIST, studied water resource policy at the Korea Research Institute for Human 
Settlements, and since 2004, has established and operated an independent private research institute.

Discussant

SEO Jaechul
Senior Expert
Greenkorea United

Republic of Korea

Mr. SEO Jaechul has been recording and investigating the DMZ's ecological and cultural history 
for about 20 years. In 2006, he walked the 155-mile-long ceasefire line of the DMZ to record the 
ecological environment and cultural history for the first time at home and abroad. Between 2015 to 
2017, Mr. SEO Jaechul also went directly inside the DMZ and surveyed more than 60 GP locations 
in person.

In 2008, with the staff members of the Green Korea United, Mr. SEO Jaechul created and presented 
the report on environmental status of the DMZ containing the spatial nature of the DMZ for the first 
time in Korea and abroad. 

In 2018, he participated as a key staff in publishing the DMZ's life and peace report, a field survey 
report on the ecology and biodiversity of the DMZ, as a joint report between the Green Korea 
United and the Korea National Arboretum.

In 2015, Mr. SEO Jaechul also published a book titled 'Walk the Last Demilitarized Zone on Earth' 
based on his research into the spatial nature of the DMZ. 

In 2018, he has serialized his DMZ stories seven times in the Hankyoreh, one of the representative 
newspapers in Korea. 

Since 2006, he has also continued to conduct safety consulting on forest fires and landslides based 
on the investigation into disaster risk in the military bases stationed in the DMZ.




